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Category:Catholic Church in RomaniaGio Ruspoli Gio Francesco Pietro Ruspoli (3 April 1645 – 1 August 1681) was an Italian courtier and diplomat. A member of the Ruspoli family, he was also a notable patron of the arts. He was the second son of Ferdinando Ruspoli, first duke of Cagli (1608–1683), and Maria Francesca Giustiniani, and brother of Ferdinando II,
Duke of Bisceglie (1636–1697), and Carlo Ferdinando Francesco Giustiniani. Gio, or "Gio Pietro" as his contemporaries also called him, was born in Rome on the 3rd of April 1645, six months before the death of Pope Innocent X, to whom he remained devoted for the rest of his life. Education He was educated at the Sapienza University of Rome and was also a
fervent member of the Confraternity of San Giorgio in Velabro. Career He served for ten years in the service of the court of the Papal States. In 1662, he became the official representative of his brother Ferdinando II, Duke of Cagli, who had been recalled to Rome from his rule over the Duchy of Ragusa (Kotor) by the Holy See. At the same time, he entered the
service of Archduke Leopold Wilhelm of Austria, who made him his representative in Rome, and later accepted him as a part of his family. In 1667, he became the representative of the pope to the court of the King of France Louis XIV. His diplomatic role was to negotiate a truce between the two countries, which lead him to a permanent residence in Paris. He
became an active participant in the court of the Sun King, where he gained the favour of Marie Mancini, the King's mistress, and her son, the future Dauphin (future Louis XV). In 1675, he left the papal service and returned to Rome to settle down with his family, his former clients, and many of his former colleagues from the French court. First married In 1676, Gio
Pietro, the father of ten children, arranged for his eldest son, Massimiliano di Giustiniani (1653–1718) to marry his niece Maria Teresa Peruzzi
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